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Floating Lakefront Home
Just What Restaurant Family Ordered

by Joyce Deaton

hen Kay and Jim Emad went to the Charlotte boat show last winter, they

were just starting to look. Owners of Bentley's on 27, the popular fine-dining

restaurant on the top floor of the Charlotte Plaza building, they work every day
but Sunday. Looking for a getaway place to enjoy with their children, 12-year-old Taylor
and 10-year-old Lauren, they decided a boat on Lake Norman would be perfect. They
could ger there quickly, enjoy all the comforts of a lakefront home, and cruise the lake,
too. They'd never operated a boat, but they were up to the challenge.

That's all they knew when they strolled into the booth of Talley’s Pier 77, where Bill
and Sara Talley were showing their complete line of Regal powerboats. Except for one
point of contention: Jim, who drives a red Ferrari, wanted a red one. Kay recalls with a
smile, “Thar was not what we had in mind.” She and the kids thought white would look
better on the water.

As they climbed in and ourt of the boats, they realized the Regal 4460 was just what
they needed. A 44-foot Sport Yacht, it was big enough, with a spacious salon and galley,
master bedroom and second bedroom with two separate berths, two baths and three
flat-screen TVs. It was nicely finished, with solid cherry cabinetry, Corian countertops,
leather-look upholstery, hardwood floors and cedar-lined closets. Topside there was
a comfortable cockpit with walk-through windshield, plenty of seating and sunning
space — and a gas grill. The grill struck a chord, since one distinguishing feature of their
restaurant is tableside cooking with a special French mobile cooking cart. Jim could
see himself cooking dinner on the 4460’s grill. Kay could see it even more clearly. “If
you want the food to be good, he has to be the one to cook it,” she says with a chuckle.
Always a perfectionist about food, Jim oversees cooking and service at Bentley's, while

(continued on page 14)
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Floating Lakefront Home (concinued from page 13)

Kay handles the special events that comprise a major part of their business.

They leti the boa show proud — and somewhat surprised — owners of the 4460, and
almost every Sunday since inds them at home in their getaway on Lake Norman, The
whole tumily enjoys playing cards, tubing, cooking and just relaxing. “We'll doa tuna
carpaccio or steak on the grill something simple,” says Jim. “We pre-cook alor ol
thinges and ke some things like shrimp cockrail, cheese and trint 1o have there.”

Mot Sundays vou'll also ind Bill and Sarah Talley aboard. “They've been grean to
come ont with us and help us learn how to operate everything,” says Kay, “We've really
appreciated thar — especially because Sunday is their day off, too.”

Bill and Saras son, Billy, vice president of the dealership, routinely goes o with
every new purchaser to doan mtroductory lesson. Ater that, says Sara, “Wirth every
buver, we go out with them and \‘N.|‘|.I|I| llilll};.\ for as |n||;_: as it takes tor them o feel
comtortable as the caprain of that boar.™

“Since they know i's our hrst boat, | think they went overboard for us: They've spent

alor of time teaching us things that most people already know,” says Kay. “They're still
helpimg us with things like parking and navigating siall arcas. Wirh o boat this size,
RN 1'[\|i||l|_\_'_ can be e |1.I”\'Iu:\', i‘nl i's quite anteresting to learn. Bill has even I.III_‘_[IIE
Lavlor how o tish, and Lauren is beginning to pick it up. They've been grea”

Nn P n}\|l-|11, CH AR f“;:ll.l. "\Vl"\'r 1(‘;!“\' t'I]l\‘\'k'i' i, I ]H'\"]l' HEL (R ] |:|m||\. .||1\’ \\'v'\'t' Il;ni

alot of fun with them. We showed Jim how to use the grill, ind he cooked Tamb chops.

The toods been great. And you haven't lived unul you've been tabing behand o 44-foor
cruser.”

The Talleys have Tearned o lot, too, she adds, “Even though we're i the boar
Business, we eet busy and don't get to spend enough time out on the water. I1's heen
helptul to us to get a better appreciation of how people use their hoats i what makes 1t
enjoyible for them. That helps us serve our customers betrer.”

Although she and Tim knew the boat would be fun, Kay says the nicest surprise is that
“once vou get there you teel so calm. You're removed trom everyday hile, you can just sit
and enjoy the weather and conversation. | didn't realize it would be that casy to get away
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and get de-stressed.” She's InlIIhI '\hL‘ |lkL'N (K8] |i|L'l_' I]lL‘ L’Itl.\ ,ll]d 20 1o II\L' ]\u;n. evenal
she's got errands to run from there. “lt removes you from home, where you need to clean
or whatever. It's just a good feeling.”

For Jim, seeing the kids rake to boating has been the most fun. He's always been the
freewheeling sort with an eye to the future. Coming to Charlorre from his native lran
as an engineering student at UNCC, he worked in several restaurants and went on 1o
manage The Fish Marker and LaVecchias Seafood Grille before inding the perfect spot
to open his own place in 2004 Looking
ahead, he sees his family eventually taking
their 4460 ro Charleston, cruising the
Intracoastal Waterway, then maybe Florida
and the Bahamas. “That's why | wanted
a boat big enough o take you anywhere,”
he explains. *“Why not just get one that's
hig enough and learm on that ! For now,
though, the lake's prety big, and 1it's close
to us. We can play all day and come back
at nighr withour having to drive three

Like mamy in business, the Emads work
long and hard hours, and enjoy family

time away without sacrificing either to

travel time.

or lour hours each way. This is grea
and besides, we stll have more 1o
learn.”

) |.1ll\'l'1' 15 |lﬂ to learn on a |\U;|E
like that,” Sara agrees. “It has two
engimes, o generator, and all the
amenities such as air conditioning,

(comtmued om page 16)
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Hotﬂiﬂg Home {contmued from page 16)

.|I|Li|\i .I[!\I \'I\{t'n systems. \K-'It"\ { s NIh!\\'I! [h\' E':ll]illi\ Illl\\'

to handle till-ups and the bathroom chemicals, 1e's

a comples machine, and
they've been quick to learn.
For us it's been a great treat.
A lot of tilmes when you
\l'“ “\lm'llllnu, Yo Lii mn't
\PK'IHI d |l’[ of time \\'lll] !}“'
customers, and it's hard 1o
see what happens atrer thar.
You don't always see the
reason for doing what you
do. Seeing this family learn
to enjoy their boat has been
areal reward tor us” &

Laveren and Tavlor Emad love
their new getaway and have
taken up boating and fishing
with a passion.

f

coming at

Charlotte show

alley's Pier 77 Marine
will be bringing three
new Regal models ro

its booth at the Mid-Atlantic

Boar Show in the Charlore

Convention Center February

11 through 14.

This year Regal has produced

its hrst 4460 Sport Coupe, the sume 4460 to sharing all these great boars with
Sport Yacht chosen by the Emads, with showgoers,” says Sara Talley
the addition of an enclosed cockpit, With two service facilities ar their
There's also a new 40-toor Sport Coupe Statesville Road showroom in Cornelius
and the newly designed 23 -foot Bowrider and at Kings Point Marine, Talley's Pier
,‘\I! UXL |ll'\|\'l‘ Ru.'_l_:.|| \]t‘.l't'r. .]..t“v\_"\ :“? |\I.I1 nee 1s [IIR' llll'l:!'ﬂ Rl‘_\_[:ll lll';lll'l m
Pier 77 will show a Lillll|,‘|l'll' line of North Carolina and one of the world's
RL'IL:.II IIIH\'t‘!‘-. from the 20-1foot Bowrnider |:||;_:L‘.\I CNL |ll.\|\ ¢ Hrl_:nl dealers. The
to the 44-toor Sport Coupe. Regal also Falleys recently were awarded Regal’s
produces a 52-foor Sport Coupe, available tiest-place award for exceptional service
|1\_' order. "We have Sreat respect lon the and commitment to customer satistaction
Regal brand, and we're looking forward among 150 dealers in 45 countries. &
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